
    
        
            Skip to main content
            


    
    
        
        
            

    
    
    






    
        
            
                
                     
                    
                        [image: IDA Logo]
                    
                    
                        Rigorous AnalysisTrusted ExpertiseService to the Nation
                    
                    
                

            

            

                
                    
                        
	
                                
                          
                        Youtube
                    

        
	
                                
                          
                        Twitter
                    

        
	
                                
                          
                        LinkedIn
                    

        




                    


                    
                        
                              
                            Show / Hide Site Search
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        Search
                                        
                                        

                                        
                                              
                                            Site Search Submit
                                        
                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                


            

        

    






            
            

    
        
            
                
                
                
                    
                    The site navigation utilizes arrow, enter, escape, and space bar key commands. Left and right arrows move across top level links and expand / close menus in sub levels. Up and Down arrows will open main level menus and toggle through sub tier links. Enter and space open menus and escape closes them as well. Tab will move on to the next part of the site rather than go through menu items.

                

                

                

                    
                        Toggle Menu
                    
                    	
                                            Research and Publications
        	
                                Research

                
	
                                Publications

                
	
                                IDA in the Research Community

                
	
                                Guest Speakers

                
	
                                Sponsor Research

                
	
                                IDA Ideas

                



                            
	
                                            CAREERS
        	
                                Careers @ IDA

                
	
                                Life @ IDA

                
	
                                Current Openings

                
	
                                Students and Recent Graduates

                
	
                                Come Meet Us

                
	
                                IDA Awards

                



                            
	
                                            FFRDCs
        	
                                What Are FFRDCs?

                
	
                                Systems and Analyses Center

                
	
                                Science and Technology Policy Institute

                
	
                                Center for Communications and Computing

                



                            
	
                                            About IDA
        	
                                About IDA

                
	
                                Leadership

                
	
                                Research Staff

                
	
                                Sponsors

                
	
                                News Releases

                
	
                                IDA Headquarters

                
	
                                History Timeline

                
	
                                Outreach

                
	
                                Vision, Mission, Guiding Principles

                
	
                                Code of Conduct

                
	
                                Privacy Notice

                



                            
	
                                            IDA Employees
        	
                                IDA Employees Portal

                
	
                                Operating Status

                



                            
	
                                            CONTACT IDA
        	
                                Contact IDA and SAC

                
	
                                Contact STPI

                
	
                                Contact Centers

                
	
                                Operating Status

                



                            


                

            

        

    





            
        
        
            



    
        
            
                
                    
                    

                    
                        IDA Research Notes - Africa Summer 2012

                        
                                    June, 2012

                                    
                                        Type:
                                    
                                        
                                            Research Notes
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Division:
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Authors:
                                    
                                    
                                        Authors
                                        
                                            George F. Ward, Jr, Kongdan Oh Hassig, John P. Cann, Janette Yarwood, Andrew Hull, David Markov, Caroline Ziemke-Dickens, Ashley L. Bybee, Susan L. Clark-Sestak
                                            See more authors
                                        

                                    

                        

                    

                

            

        

    






    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
Download Publication                                    
                                        
                                    
                            
                            
                                [image: ]
                            

                        

                                                    
                            
                                Home to nearly a billion people, about 15 percent of the earth's population, Africa is second only to Asia as the world’s most populous continent. Yet, few in the United States - even those tasked with considering
issues of defense strategy - know a great deal about a region rich in human potential and natural resources, beset by daunting governance and health issues, and almost certainly of increased strategic importance in coming decades. This edition of IDA Research Notes presents analyses and observations offered by the growing number of IDA researchers focusing their attention on the continent’s more than 50 nation-states and territories.
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