














to dialogue with the president.  The tense political climate is further exacerbated by a 
legitimacy crisis in Mauritania’s legislature and senate, whose mandate expired in 
October and April 2011 (new election dates are yet to be scheduled), and divisions in the 
ruling Union pour la République, who believe they are not getting “their fair share” of 
public spoils. 

Following Aziz’s “accidental” shooting in October 2012, the COD and other 
members of the opposition revived calls for a transition government, while he 
convalesced in a Paris hospital, insisting that he was incapable of leading.11  Aziz has 
forcefully pushed back against suggestions of his inability to govern while recovering in 
France, detailing his frequent interactions with members of his government.12  Still, Aziz 
remains in Paris for medical care (although he returned to Nouakchott for a few days 
during the independence celebrations in November). 

In cases where institutions are weak, as in Mauritania, individuals make a difference 
in defusing political tension.  In Mauritania’s personalized politics, the power to direct 
the course of events lies in President Aziz; Messoud Boulkheir, the leader of the national 
assembly; and Ahmed Ould Daddah, the leader of the opposition Rassemblement des 
Forces Démocratiques.  Each of these stakeholders, however, is not expected to stem the 
worsening of the political crisis.  Boulkheir has attempted to bring the ruling party and 
the opposition together, but as noted above, the opposition is severely divided.  Another 
potentially unifying figure, Ould Daddah, has been tainted by too many ethically 
questionable scandals to provide credible leadership, according to the roundtable experts.  
Mr. Aziz’s governing style also prevents any reconciliation. In particular, Aziz had 
displayed an inability or unwillingness to recognize the existing political crisis.  He 
governs with an abrasive and non-consultative style, which renders politics unpredictable 
and non-transparent.  Experts agreed that it is difficult to understand how decisions are 
made in the Aziz government.  Moreover, Aziz might be more intransigent and distrustful 
now, after the shooting; despite its public characterization as an accident, Aziz is more 
focused than ever on “coup-proofing.”  Even so, it is not clear what more Aziz can do.  
His supporters already occupy key government and military positions. 

11  Lissnup, « Mauritania Opposition reject Mali intervention, » December 18, 2012; AfriqueJet.com, 
“Mauritania: President Aziz Reassures Countrymen: ‘I am well’” 2012 
(http://www.afriquejet.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1515:mauritania-
president-aziz-reassures-countrymen-i-am-well&catid=2:news&Itemid=111). 

12  Jeuneafrique, “Mauritanie - Ould Abdelaziz: “Je n’ai jamais Redouté de Coup d’Etat,” December 17, 
2012 (http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/JA2709p050_051.xml0/france-afrique-mali-
oppositionmauritanie-ould-abdelaziz-je-n-ai-jamais-redoute-de-coup-d-tat.html) 



The Failure of the Dakar Accord 
The opposition is particularly critical of the failure to implement the 2009 Dakar 

Accord. Signed on June 2, 2009 in Dakar, the agreement paved the way for a resolution 
of the political impasse that resulted from the August 2008 coup by Aziz.  Under the 
agreement, a government of national unity would be formed, and deposed president Sidi 
Mohamed Ould Cheikh Abdellahi would be required to step aside.  Elections were to be 
scheduled within one month; the representatives of Independent Electoral Commission 
were to comprise equally members of the ruling party and of the opposition.  Finally, 
former Prime Minister Yahya Ould Ahmed El Waghef, who had spent the previous eight 
months in jail, was released. 

The Dakar accord called for an inclusive dialogue between the government and the 
opposition, following the elections.13  This never took place.  The Mauritania experts at 
the roundtable noted that Aziz felt contempt for the other signatories and that he did not 
think he owed anything to them or anybody else.  He felt no compunction to honor the 
Dakar accord.  Facilitating this abrogration was the apparent cooptation by some 
members of the opposition, further weakening the Dakar agreement. 

Mauritania and Its Neighbors 
Mauritania does not seem to have particularly close relations with its neighbors or 

with the continental organizations.  As a result, Mauritania is not likely to interfere in 
others’ affairs or welcome any attempts by others to resolve its political crises.  Many of 
these relationships are based on Aziz’s personal evaluation of leaders. For example, 
relations with Morocco are poor because of Aziz’s perceived slight suffered when 
Morocco’s King Mohammed VI refused to receive him.  In retaliation, Aziz, turned to 
Algeria.  But the Algeria relationship must be managed, relative to the other countries in 
the region; therefore, Aziz has been careful not to show support of the Polisario Front, 
which has been backed by Algeria in its quest to liberate the western Sahara from 
Moroccan administrative control. 

Of course, Mali’s instability, including the manner in which the region should 
respond, is the most important foreign policy issue facing Mauritania. On this point, it 
seems there is some consensus across the political spectrum: Mauritania should not 
intervene militarily in Mali.  Although Boulkheir seemed more open to intervention,14 the 

13  Accord Cadre de Dakar entre le trois Grands pole Politiques Mauritaniens 
(http://www.tv5.org/cms/chaine-francophone/info/Les_dossiers_de_la_redaction/p-3787-
Mauritanie_les_accords_de_Dakar.htm). 

14  StarAfrica “Mauritania warns of fallout from Mali Crisis,” StarAfrica.com November 12, 2012 
(http://en.starafrica.com/news/mauritania-warns-of-fallout-from-mali-cr-260730.html). 



COD issued a statement on December 18 reaffirming their stance against an intervention 
in Mali15 and Aziz had concurred as well.16 

 
Aziz’s reluctance to intervene in Mali is personal, reflecting concerns for domestic 

politics and his own political survival.  The experts at the roundtable reported that Aziz 
might fear that intervening in Mali could exacerbate racial tensions at home.  Aziz sees 
the situation in Mali in racial terms: the lighter-skinned Tuaregs have come under assault 
by the black-skinned southern Malians.  With Mauritania’s Black/Haratine becoming 
more radicalized in their opposition to the government, some fear that intervening in Mali 
will cause further social discord in Mauritania.  There is also little appetite among the 
military elite to intervene in Mali. And given Aziz’s heightened concern for “coup-
proofing,” he is not likely to deploy the army into an unpopular intervention.  
Furthermore, relations between Mali and Mauritania are poor, since Aziz was offended 
with Mali’s President Amadou Toumani Touré’s refusal to recognize his 2008 coup. 
Thus, as long as the Tuaregs do not cross into western Mauritania, Aziz is not likely to 
intervene.   

15  Lissnup, «Mauritania Opposition reject Mali intervention,» December 18, 2012. 
16  Jeuneafrique, “Mauritanie - Ould Abdelaziz: “Je n’ai jamais Redouté de Coup d’Etat,” December 17, 

2012 (http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/JA2709p050_051.xml0/france-afrique-mali-
oppositionmauritanie-ould-abdelaziz-je-n-ai-jamais-redoute-de-coup-d-tat.html). 



The Year Ahead 
2013 will be a very significant year for internal politics in Mauritania, the experts 

agreed.  Mauritania remains volatile and uncertain.  Any one of the opposition rallies can 
escalate into violence. This situation is exacerbated by Aziz’s impulsiveness and lack of 
consultation.  Still, with the opposition badly divided on how to react against Aziz (i.e., 
should he leave office or should there be a dialogue?), it is unlikely that violence will be 
widespread or sustained.  More likely, the Mauritanian security forces will be engaged in 
putting out pockets of unrest.  It is similar to methods they have used in the past two 
years.   

The low probability of widespread, sustained violence does not discount the depth 
of disenfranchisement or dissent among the public, but rather illustrates the difficulty the 
radical opposition might have in organizing a violent popular protest against the 
government.  Underscoring Mauritania’s fragility, analyst Jay Uflelder, who predicted 
Mali’s coup d’état, has listed Mauritania as number 5 on his 2013 “Coup-Forecast” list.17  
Indeed, coup-plotters could find that they have support among Mauritanians – once the 
coup happens.  But Aziz seems to have put his supporters in place to avoid a coup. More 
likely is a revival of the discussion for a transitional government – especially in the event 
that Aziz’s stay in France continues beyond what many consider reasonable.  In this case 
too, with Aziz’s supporters in place in key positions, including the military, this idea will 
not likely gain traction.  Instead, low intensity protests and some violence will likely 
continue until the next round of elections in 2016. 

17  Dart-throwing Chimp, “Coup Forecast 2013,” Dart-Throwing Chimp Blog, December 21, 2012 
(http://dartthrowingchimp.wordpress.com/2012/12/21/coup-forecasts-for-2013/). 
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