Mike Spirtas, Ph.D.

Mike Spirtas is the Director, Research Programs at IDA, a role
he assumed in 2023. Mike brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience in program management of federally funded research
and development centers (FFRDCs), including engagement with
government sponsors, Contracting Officer’s Representatives

and Washington Headquarters Services. He is responsible for
managing the FFRDC research program and overseeing day-to-
day relationships with sponsors.

Mike came to IDA from RAND, where he served as Associate
Director of the National Security Research Division (NSRD). He
previously served as Associate Director of RAND’s International
Security and Defense Policy Program within NSRD, where he
helped oversee a $25 million research portfolio. He has more than
20 years’ experience in research on critical issues, including the National Defense Strategy, defense
strategic guidance, defense planning scenarios, organizing for space operations, and command and
control. In addition, Mike served two Intergovernmental Personnel Act tours, one with the Air Staff
as a concept developer and another at the Office of the Secretary of Defense for Policy as a force
developer.

Prior to joining RAND, Mike was a senior fellow at the Center for National Policy, where he ran
projects on Cuba, North Korea, China-Taiwan relations, and international trade. Before that, he was a
fellow at the U.S. Center for Research and Education on Strategy and Technology. He also served as an
adjunct professor at George Washington University and American University. Mike holds two master’s
degrees and a doctorate in political science from Columbia University.

About IDA

IDA is a nonprofit corporation that operates three federally funded research and development centers in the
public interest. IDA answers the most challenging U.S. security and science policy questions with objective
analysis leveraging extraordinary scientific, technical and analytic expertise.



https://www.instagram.com/official_ida_org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-defense-analyses/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClT7H_MkQPO7phxLX2l8dWA
https://twitter.com/ida_org
https://www.ida.org/

