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Institute for Defense Analyses
730 East Glebe Road, Alexandria, VA 22305
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Ronald “Ron” E. Jolly Sr. is the Vice President, Corporate 
Operations for IDA. He is responsible for ensuring the daily 
operations of IDA, partnering with corporate leadership 
to understand their goals and managing the directorates 
responsible for providing the resources staffers need to  
meet their objectives. 

Prior to joining IDA in 2024, Ron served on the board of 
advisors for ThroughPut, Inc. Before that, he was the director 
of Mission Assurance at Northrop Grumman Aeronautics 
Systems, where he led the creation of the Talent Management/ 
Development program for senior mission assurance managers. 

Ron served in the U.S. Air Force where he held several 
leadership positions, including Director of Logistics, Engineering and Force Protection for U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe-Air Forces Africa. He retired as a brigadier general after more than 30 years. 

Ron holds a master’s degree in management from Troy State University, a master’s degree in 
military operational art and science from the Air Command and Staff College, and a master’s 
degree in national security strategy from the National War College. Ron also holds a bachelor’s 
degree in industrial engineering and management from Oklahoma State University.

About IDA

IDA is a nonprofit corporation that operates three federally funded research and development centers in the 
public interest. IDA answers the most challenging U.S. security and science policy questions with objective 
analysis leveraging extraordinary scientific, technical and analytic expertise.
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https://www.instagram.com/official_ida_org/
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClT7H_MkQPO7phxLX2l8dWA
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