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David Chu serves as President of the Institute for Defense Analyses.  IDA is 
a non-profit corporation operating in the public interest.  Its three federally 
funded research and development centers provide objective analyses of 
national security issues and related national challenges, particularly those 
requiring extraordinary scientific and technical expertise.

As president, Dr. Chu directs the activities of more than 1,000 scientists and 
technologists.  Together, they conduct and support research requested by 
federal agencies involved in advancing national security and advising on 
science and technology issues.

Dr. Chu served in the Department of Defense as Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel 
and Readiness from 2001-2009, and earlier as Assistant Secretary of Defense and Director for 
Program Analysis and Evaluation from 1981-1993.
 
From 1978-1981 he was the Assistant Director of the Congressional Budget Office for National 
Security and International Affairs.

Dr. Chu served in the U. S. Army from 1968-1970.  He was an economist with the
RAND Corporation from 1970-1978, director of RAND’s Washington Office from
1994-1998, and vice president for its Army Research Division from 1998-2001.

He earned a bachelor of arts in economics and mathematics, and his doctorate in economics, 
from Yale University.

Dr. Chu is a member of the Defense Science Board and a Fellow of the National Academy 
of Public Administration.  He is a recipient of the Department of Defense Medal for 
Distinguished Public Service with Gold Palm, the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Meritorious Service Award, the Department of the Army Distinguished Civilian 
Service Award, the Department of the Navy Distinguished Public Service Award,  
and the National Academy of Public Administration’s National Public  
Service Award.
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